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SUBJECT: TOWARDS AN IMPROVEMENT IN FRENCH-LIB YAN RELATIONS? 

1. ON MAY 31, THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR DELIVERED TO PRIME MINISTER 
JALLUD A MESSAGE FROM PRIME MINISTER CHIRAC WHICH THE LIBYAN 
PRESS DESCRIBES AS "IMPORTANT' 1 . THE AMBASSADOR TOLD THE 
CHARGE THAT HIS MEETING WITH JALLUD LASTED FOR NINETY MINUTES, 
BUT HE DID NOT DISCUSS THE CONTENTS OF THE MESSAGE. 

2. COMMENT: FRENCH-LIB Y AN RELATIONS HAVE BEEN GOING THROUGH 
A COOL PERIOD RECENTLY, AFTER THE HONEYMOON OF QADHAFI S 

1973 VISIT TO PARIS AND THE MIRAGE DEAL, AND IT IS LIKELY 

THAT BOTH THE FRENCH AND LIBYANS ARE NOW ANXIOUS TO IMPROVE 

THEM. THERE HAVE BEEN FRICTIONS OVER THE MIRAGE PROGRAM, 

WHICH IS PLAGUED WITH MAINTENANCE AND PILOT PROBLEMS, AND 

THE LIBYANS HAVE REPORTEDLY BEEN DISTURBED BY WHAT THEY 

SEE AS A DIMINISHED FRENCH INTEREST IN THEM SINCE PRESIDENT 

GISCARD CAME INTO OFFICE. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE FRENCH 

EMBASSY HERE HAS ARGUED TO PARIS THAT MORE HIGH-LEVEL ATTENTION 
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SHOULD BE PAID TO LIBYA, BUT TO NO AVAIL. LIBYAN 

PROTESTS TO FRANCE OVER FRENCH ORGANIZATION OF THE PRODUCER- 
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CONSUMER DIALOGUE, "COLONIALISM" IN THE AFARS AND ASSAS AND THE 
EC-ISRAEL ECONOMIC AGREEMENT HAVE PRESUMABLY NOT HELPED 
MATTERS. 

3. THE KOSYGIN VISIT HERE MAY 12-15 MAY HAVE BROUUGHT HOME 
TO BOTH SIDES THAT THEY NEED EACH OTHER. THE FRENCH EMBASSY 
HERE HAS REPORTEDLY BEEN WARNING PARIS FOR SOME TIME ABOUT 
THE STRATEGIC CONSEQUENCES OF SOVIET ADVANCES IN LIBYA. 

AND RECOMMENDED A MORE ACTIVE POLTICAL ROLE HERE. 

FOR THEIR PART, THE LIBYANS MAY BE COMING TO THE CONCLUSION 
THAT CLOSE POLITICAL RELATIONS WITH FRANCE, IN ADDITION TO 
THE EXISTING COMMERCIAL RELATIONS AND MILITARY SALES, CAN 
BE USED TO OFFSST SOVIET INFLUENCE. 
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